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Watlington Parish Council



Parish Clerk:  Kristina Tynan








Watlington Parish Council

1 Old School Place

Watlington

OXON OX49 5QHTel: 01491 613867  
 Email: wpc@watlington-oxon-pc.gov.uk   Website: www.watlington.org
Present:



Gill Bindoff -Chair  

Councillors:



Ian Hill (IH)






Denise Mallon (DM)






Karyn Buck (KB)

Officer:




Kristina Tynan

Members of the Public:


1
01/24    Apologies for Absence  

Leo Pesci, Nick Thomas, Keith Jackson, James Herridge-Leng, Isla Woodcock
02/24
To approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 5th December 2023 which were accepted by Full Council on the 12th December 2023 

Item 2, two changes were agreed. The meeting was held on the 7th November (minute read 3rd October) and agreed by Full Council on 14th November (Minute read 10th October)
Resolved: That with the changes noted above, the minutes of the meeting above were agreed as a correct record and that they be signed by the Chair.

03/24
Declarations of Interest 

There were none notified.
04/24
Matters Arising

Watlington Garage – The Clerk had contacted SODC enforcement regarding the works being done on this site. They have acknowledged our email but will not let us know what is happening until they have completed their investigation.  KT to contact FvM to see if he can get some information from SODC. There is no planning permission for works on the site and we believe the unauthorised work has nearly been completed which is very concerning. It was agreed that we ask the SODC Cabinet Member for Planning, Cllr Anne-Marie Simpson,  to attend a meeting to discuss enforcement procedures.

05/24
To consider the following applications:

P23/S4186/HH 3 Chestnut Place Watlington 


Installation of gas central heating system to replace electric heaters. Permission for gas flue.


NO OBJECTION- UNANIMOUS


The relevant NDP policy is P1 which provides for the protection and enhancement of the character of Watlington.  The site is within the Conservation Area.  It was agreed that the installation of the flue for the new gas boiler would not have an adverse visual impact on the CA.  

SODC will be asked to check that there would be no detrimental effect on neighbours from the emissions from the flue before determining the application.

P23/S4128/FUL Watlington Club High Street Watlington 


Installation of replacement LED floodlighting to 2 x tennis courts (1 and 2), installation of new floodlighting to court 3.

NO OBJECTION - UNANIMOUS

The relevant NDP policies are P1, P3, P5 and P8.  It was noted that the parish council supports the tennis club and the recreational facilities it provides.


Policy P1:  it was agreed that the proposed lighting scheme would not have an adverse impact on the Conservation Area although it was noted that there is a cumulative impact from floodlighting of other recreational facilities nearby.


Policy P3e:  This policy requires good design to limit the impact of light pollution from artificial light on the area surrounding the development.  It was agreed to support the conditions proposed by the SODC 

Environmental Protection Team which would limit the impact of light spill on nearby residents. WPC has concerns about the colour spectrum of the LEDs and asks for a condition to ensure that the colour is wildlife friendly.  Insufficient information has been provided about consideration being given to the impact on night-time wildlife, especially moths and bats.  In view of the catastrophic decline in insect populations it is essential that the colour spectrum of the LEDs is appropriate (more on the orange spectrum than the white).   

The application includes proposals for a time limit of floodlighting to 9.30p.m. on weekdays and 8.00p.m. on weekends.  WPC agrees that this is acceptable and asks for a condition to limit times of use in this way.

Policy P5:  it is noted that the tennis courts are designated as a Local Green Space in the NDP.  It is agreed that the floodlighting proposals do not have an adverse impact on the designation.


Policy P8a:  The application meets the criteria for improving the quality and provision of local sport and recreation facilities.


P23/S4071/HH 2b Spring Lane Watlington 


New single storey rear extension to kitchen and hallway, including enlarged ground floor windows.  This application is an amendment which provides for an additional ground floor window on the roadside and a new external metal flue pipe.  

NO OBJECTION- UNANIMOUS


The relevant NDP policy for the proposed amendments is P1.


It was agreed that the proposals in the amended plans would not have an adverse visual impact on the Conservation Area.  It was also agreed to ask SODC to ensure that emissions from the flue would not have a detrimental impact on neighbouring residents.

WPC had made no objections to the application previously but had asked for mitigation measures to limit the impact of light spill from the increased areas of glazing.  The planning officer’s report did not support this request on the grounds that there are no protected species in the vicinity.  As there are definitely bats in the area this decision is not correct.  It was agreed to address this issue with the SODC Cabinet Member for Planning as well as the previously noted issues on enforcement.

06/24
To consider or note the following amendments/Discharge of Conditions/Withdrawals:


P22/S3854/DIS   P22/S3856/DIS  Cuxham Road Watlington:  Redrow sites B and C: 



Discharge application:  Construction Traffic Management Plan 

This was noted.  However, WPC was concerned to note from the Swept Path Analysis that large HGV’s will get very close to the stream and are likely to damage the verge – this will be reported to SODC.  It was noted that there will be 20-30 vehicles making deliveries to Site B per day.
 It was agreed to remind the planning officer, Emma Bowerman, of WPC’s concerns about the proposals for temporary vehicular access to Site B.   There is a lack of information on proposals to protect the stream from the run-off of surface water and no proposals to re-instate the bank and verge following the removal of the temporary access points.  


P23/S1800/DIS   Land off Cuxham Road:  Redrow site B: 



Discharge application:  Updated phasing plan



This was noted.  Minor changes had been made.


P23/S1802/DIS Land between Pyrton Lane and Cuxham Road: Redrow site C: 



Discharge application:  Updated phasing plan  


This was noted.  Minor changes had been made.


P23/S4144/DIS Old Stables Watlington Park.



Discharge of conditions (tree protection). 


This was noted.  No comments were made.


P23/S3189/DIS Watlington Hill Farm

Discharge of conditions 4 and 5 relating to the Planting Maintenance Plan and the Environmental Management Plan.

They have taken on board our comments on the hawthorn hedge.  The planting is now proposed to be mixed species.  It was agreed to specify that the mix should be of 7 locally native species in order to provide a good food source for wildlife.  WPC supports the  concerns/comments of the South and Vale Countryside Officer, including the time period for management of the site – this should extend to 25/30 years.

WPC is concerned that proposals still include the use of herbicides.  This is not acceptable as the site is in close proximity to SSSIs and the chalk grassland on Watlington Hill and the herbicide could be blown onto these sites.

The use of fertiliser is not appropriate for the wildflower area and should not be used.

The use of ornamental bark as a mulch is also not appropriate.  This is a very sensitive location and should only use materials which are natural to the site.

There is no indication about a watering plan for the planting over the first year/two years.

 
07/24
Decisions
	APPLICATION
	SODC DECISION
	WPC RECOMMENDATION



	P23/S3365/HH Glendale Platt Lane Northend RG9 6LQ
	Permission Granted
	No objection

	P23/S3150/FUL Lavender Cottage Greenfield 
	Permission Granted
	No objection

	P23/S3425/LDP 3 Chestnut Place 
	Permission Granted
	No objection

	P23/S3402/FUL 20 Shirburn Street 
	Permission Granted
	No objection

	P23/S3403/LB 20 Shirburn Street
	Permission Granted
	No objection

	P23/S3501/DIS Highwood Greenfield 
	Permission Granted
	No objection

	P23/S3774/HH 16 Gorwell 
	Permission Granted
	No objection




All decisions were noted.
08/24       Letter from AECOM regarding planning application for Watlington Relief Road

This was noted and we will be provided with much more detail once the application has been validated. It was agreed that this would probably need a separate meeting and it was agreed to pencil in a meeting date of Tuesday 30th January if the application has been submitted by then.
09/24       Update on Redrow Site Layouts from Alice Kirkham 

Preliminary proposals had been sent to WPC in advance of the submission of a revised planning application for sites B and C.  The site map was looked at and it was noted that Redrow have increased the housing number by 15. The housing mix has been changed as they have said that there is no market demand for 1 bedroom units. They have increased 2 bedroom units by 2; increased 3 bedroom units by 4, increased 4 bedroom units by 8; 5 bedroom units have decreased by 1. There will be 6 extra affordable units. 

They have re-jigged the layout so there is now a larger green area on site C. The committee had no questions to feed back to Redrow.
In view of the applications for extensions at Red Kite View, it was agreed to ask Emma Bowerman if permitted development rights could be removed for homes on the Redrow sites.
10/24       Correspondence/Attachments

1. Chalgrove Parish Council – Consultation on NDP Design Code.  It was agreed that GB will respond on the Committee’s behalf.
2. SODC Planning Enforcement – Forget-me-not farm  

3. SODC Planning Enforcement – Woods Farm – Britwell Hill 

4. Emma Bowerman – Discharge of condition requests traffic management plan and phasing plan 
        for WNDP sites B & C.   These discharge applications were on the agenda – Item 6
5. SODC Planning Enforcement - Watlington Garage.  This item was discussed under ‘Matters Arising’
6. Alice Kirkham (Redrow) – update on site layout – this update was on the agenda – Item 9
7. SODC Planning – Appeal - Grove Farm Patemore Lane-  It was agreed to update the WPC response to the application in view of the review of the WNDP.     

8. AECOM – letter regarding planning permission for Watlington Edge Road – this information was included on the agenda – Item 8 



All correspondence was noted.
THERE BEING NO OTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 8PM
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE


HELD�PRIVATE �� ON TUESDAY 2nd JANUARY 2024 AT 7PM IN THE PARISH OFFICE
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