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Watlington Parish Council

Parish Clerk: Kristina Tynan
Watlington Parish Council

1 Old School Place
Watlington

OXON 0X49 5QH

Tel: 01491 613867 Email: wpc@watlington-oxon-pc.gov.uk

Minutes of the Meeting of the Operations Committee held on
Wednesday 21 January 2026 at 7pm in the Parish Office

Present:
Councillors:

Officer:

In attendance:

Mike Deighton (MD)
Nicky Smallbone (NS)
Keith Jackson (KJ)
Leo Pesci (LP)

Sylvia Glover (SG)

Jo Pugh (JP)

Jenny Wilkinson

001/26 Apologies for absence
Jules Mclintyre and Tim Horton
002/26 Chairman remarks:
The Chair noted that significant progress has been made, with a substantial number of actions on the action
list completed.
003/26 Minutes of the meeting held on 19%" November which were received by Council on 13/01/2026 to be
agreed as a correct record
Resolved: the minutes were accepted as a correct record of the meeting and were signed by the Chair
004/26 Declarations of Interest
There were none
005/26 Action List status and Matters arising
Item Details Action Needed By Whom Actioned / Status
25/12 Commissioned
Updated t ived. 12/01 SIM
T Hall. MUGA & Obtain updated quotes for: F; @ Z fcospsl;ﬁce(l:ve _/ Al
ccTv own mat, MY Town Hall, MUGA & Public  LP oraered for Fublic Lonveniences.
Public Conveniences X installations should be completed by end
Conveniences.
of Jan.
Paddock, Recreation
CCTV Ground Toilets, Parish Obtain quotes LP In progress
Officer
Dog Waste Bin Brook St Replacement ordered Office Completed
Completed — awaiting response.
Application has been split into two.
Hill Road /Spring Lane Improvements to the New tree works application to RG Permission granted to cut saplings and
Corner hedging area be submitted treat with herbicide / Landscaping needs
an Arboricultural Method Statement -
quote requested from Martin Gammie.
Hill Road Car Park Pothol loth 11/12 work not completed satsifactorily,
! Road tar Far otholenear clothes To be patched P the tarmac has not hardened. 16/12

Pothole

bank

TLGO to rectify.
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Item

Hill Road Car Park
Thermoplastic marking

Hill Road Trees

Paddock Bollard Lights

Paddock dog waste survey

Paddock Play Area

Paddock Play Area

Paddock Play Area
Parish Office Caretaker
Space

Parish Office Interior
Refurbishment

Parish Office Exterior
Refurbishment
Parish Office Interior
Refurbishment

Parish Three Year Tree
Survey

Planters

Public Conveniences Hand
Drier

Public Conveniences
Refurbishment

Recreation Ground -
childrens play area

Recreation Ground -
Toilets

Recreation Ground - Field
Gate

Recreation Ground - Two
Benches

Recreation Ground -
MUGA Fencing extension

Recreation Ground -
MUGA Path Drainage

Recreation Ground - Play
area street lamp

Recreation Ground -
Playground gates
Recreation Ground - Sails
and Posts

Recreation Ground - Solar
Lights

Recreation Ground - youth
shelter (small)

Details

Remarking the directional
arrows and text

Clear back vegetation

Some lights are not
working

Survey to establish
residents thoughts on
dog waste and littering in
the Paddock

Play house missing roof
to be made safe for play

Tunnel Net fixing broken
Tree on rhs is wobbly

Planning application
submitted 18/11/25

Interior paintwork

Exterior paintwork

Deep Carpet Clean

To identify and agree low
and medium priority
work to be carried out.

Replace planters
throughout the town

Hand drier on loop in the
gents

Snagging —window
handle

Play bark chippings

Anti climb spikes to be
installed

Field Gate to be installed.

Benches to be located at
front of MUGA entrance

Explore options to extend
height of existing fence
on two sides

Path puddling

Vandalised lamp

Replace two self-closing
gates

4 or 5 posts needed and
new sails for next year
More units have been
vandalised —to be
replaced or repaired

Concrete base

Action Needed

Commissioned

Commissioned

Replace bulbs in all units

Post survey

Obtain quotes / solutions

Obtain quote

Replant tree and re-stake

TLGO engaged

Send scope of works to
contractors

Send scope of works to
contractors
Obtain Quotes

MD & NS meeting Watlington
Tree Group 3/12/25. Ask SODC
for notifications of approved
tree works.

Source replacement planters

Clean sensors. Renew contract

AA to liaise with contractor

Chippings to be raked

Obtain quotes

w/c 19/01 Installation
inspection. Order signage for
gate.

To be installed. Installation
inspection

Obtain quote for Ball Stop
netting

Obtain quotes

Engage electrician. MD
meeting Wheelers Electrical on
28/11 at 8.30am

Obtain quotes and order gates.
Installation inspection.

Review installation re water
run-off

Order and install replacement
head units

Obtain quotes

By Whom

JP

JP

DH

JP

JP
JP

RG

G

JP

JP

NS/MD/ Office

TH/KJ

JP

AA and MD

DH

Office

P/ MD

TLGO / MD

JP

Office

JP

JP/MD

MD

JP

Actioned / Status
05/11/25 Completed

Commissioned. Work will be completed
by March.

Awaiting installation

Finalised - to be posted 14/01/26

TLGO have been instructed to re-install
the original roof. 16/12 Parts have been
ordered from Playdale

17/12 requested quote from Playdale

16.12.25 TLGO instructed to go ahead.
Response expected 13/01/26

01/12/2024 Scope of works sent to
three contractors

01/12/2024 Scope of works sent to
three contractors

To be instructed following completion of
interior decorating

In hand. Meeting in February - MD may
go.

16/12 MD sent example planters from
Advanced Scape to TH & KJ

Hand drier now working. Contract
renewed.

On hold.

Chippings to be raked when dried out.

Quote received for installation from
TLGO.

12/01 installation completed and 'No
Parking, Access for Emergency Vehicles'
sign to be installed.

08/12/25 Installation Completed.
Plaques have been duplicated - Beacon
Festival Plague to be provided by
Glasdon. In progress.

Quote received 24/11. cE15k. Planning
permission would be required.

Quote received from TLGO and A&W
09/12/25 awaiting quote from John
O'Conner.

Has been made safe - electric been
isolated.

17/12 installed and inspected.
Mid March

16/12 3 x head units received - awating
installation.

06/01 Requested quotes from A&W and
TLGO
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006/26

007/26

008/26

Maintenance

Waste Bins - SODC

Item Details Action Needed By Whom Actioned / Status
Red Kite View Estate Ask Bloor Homes if they . . X
. Email sent Office There are only two signs currently.
Agent Signs would remove these
Replacement for Rowan . . X
Tree Near 24 Britwell Road Obtain quotes JP 03/12/25 Babylon instructed to proceed.
X Contractor engaged — due .
Saunders Close Trees Overhanging branches Office 05/12/25 Devey Tree care completed.
05/12/2025
P/ o .
Speed Watch Si 4 ¢ tsi Tob dered and installed Speedwatch Installed Red Kite View, Howe Hill,
peed Watch Signs X post mount signs o be ordered and installed. peedwatc Shirburn Road, Cuxham Road
volunteers
Tender Document —
Tender for Ground including leylandii in C
endertor Brounds P Draft by Office Office 11/12/25 Tender sent

Park and with/without
Johnstons Alley

Outside 12 Cuxham Road
by footpath sign and
Outside 3 Brook St
/Cuxham Rd junction

09/12/25 +10/12 respectively:

Contact SODC to replace bins. JP
P Requested SODC to replace / fix the bin.

Finances
a. Budget Review -2025-26

MD met with Kristina Tynan today and confirmed that the management accounts have been updated
since the circulated version. There is very little remaining in the budget, and MD is confident that the full
budget will be spent by year end.

Town Matters
a. Grounds Maintenance — review of tenders and appointment of contractor (2026-27)

Following a review of the tenders received, members Resolved: that TLGO be re-engaged for the 2026-27
season, with a review at the end of this period and if successful the contract will continue until 31 March
2029.

Parish Council Assets, Amenities and Responsibilites (owned/responsibility for)

a. Trees, Hedges and Vegetation — no update
b. Hill Road Car Park — no update
c. Recreation Ground
i. Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) — agree extending height of the MUGA fence for 2026/27
Resolved: That the solution be ball stop netting on three sides of the MUGA, to increase the height by 3
metres; and that a planning application be submitted and grant funding applied for.

ii. Recreation Ground Small Youth Shelter concrete base — review quotes and approve
contractor

Two quotes were reviewed. Resolved: to engage TLGO - subject to funds being available.
iii. MUGA Path (puddling) — to review quotes /solution and approve contractor

It was noted that the matter has proved more complicated due to services running beneath the path
and that the two quotations received differed significantly. Resolved: That no further action be taken
on this item at present.

iv. Container Toilet Unit — to consider the future of the toilet unit including re-sale options

Following a discussion, the committee Resolved: that the unit is not fit for purpose and efforts will be
made to sell it. Resolved: That portaloos be provided during the summer months.

d. The Paddock
i Paddock Play Area — to discuss and agree play equipment (Play Hut)

LP presented options to the committee. Resolved: To proceed with two playground springers and a
muddy kitchen, subject to the availability of funds.

e. Parish Office —improvements to interior and exterior
i Interior and Exterior Decoration — to review quotes and approve contractor

Following a review of quotes, Resolved: to engage the services of Keith Hopkins for both the interior
and exterior decoration. Resolved: To order the bespoke pent roof shed from Norman Cox & Partners.

ii. Reduction of Energy Useage — update
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009/26

010/26

011/26

012/26

013/26

It was noted that KJ and TH have been unable to meet, however, quotes are being sought, including for
cavity wall and loft insulation. Agreed: To provide an update at the next meeting.

f. General/Miscellaneous
i. Town Planters — to review options and agree
Resolved: KJ, TH, NS, MD, JM and SG to agree on choice of planters — deadline: 4th February.

Resolved: To spend up to £4,000 on planters (purchasing as many as possible within the budget) —
order deadline: 5" Feb,

Resolved: To post a call-out on Facebook to recruit volunteers to assist with the filling
planters/planting. Action: JP to obtain quote to remove and dispose of the identified planters.
Action: JP to book the Parish Office for the meeting on Thursday, 29th @ 9.30.

ii. Salt Bin — to consider purchasing a salt bin for the Recreation Ground

Resolved: To purchase a salt bin for the Recreation Ground. Action: Caretaker to break the salt crust off
all existing salt bins.
Infrastructure

a. Town Lighting — update
Christopher Marks, OCC, Steve Bollingbroke, Tim Horton and Mike Deighton attended a walkaround in
November to identify lighting issues. The following was noted:

e The Belisha beacon on Shirburn Road has been fixed.
e Lighting by the fish and chip shop and on the roundabout down from Red Kite has been
rectified.
e Other faults are still awaiting action.
It was noted that any new or proposed lighting would need to be funded by the Parish Council.
b. CCTVin the town — updates in Action List

It was noted that the CCTV installation for the public conveniences has been completed. ODS is
scheduled to install a pole at the MUGA on 26th January, using power from the Pavilion.

Action: LP to carry out a full transfer with ODS.
Action: JP to contact WTFC to advise them of the pole and CCTV installation and request permission to
use the Pavilion to store the hardware.

It was noted that the ongoing running cost of the system would be minimal.
c. OCC/ Highways related — update
OCC, Vision Zero team will be assessing Howe Hill and Shirburn Road.
f. General —any issues to be raised
There were none.
Parish Office / Administration
a. Health and Safety - A proposal has been sent to the Finance Committee

Resolved: that the Caretaker to attend the following Nimble Courses: Manual Handing Solutions, Personal
Safety Essentials, Working at Height Essentials and Health & Safety Solutions, Fire Essentials over the next
six months.

Consultations
There were none.
Christmas Common — SG report

Information on traffic issues due to roadworks and impact on residents and businesses.

Correspondence — attached

e OCC National Highways and Transport Public Satisfaction Survey 2025-26

e OCC Civil Parking Enforcement Enquiries Re: Parking on Keep Clear on High Street
e Watlington - Chapel St traffic risks

e SODC Tree work notice reference: P25/53551/TCA - Hill Road Car Park

e SODC Acknowledgement of Certificate of Lawful Development - Parish Office

e Grundon Waste Services - notification of 4.8% price increase from 1 Jan 2026
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e SODC, Section 211 Notice of Intent for works to trees in Watlington Conservation Area - Hill
Road Car Park

e 30 mph speed limit - Shirburn Road in Pyrton / Watlington

e A+B speed limit review - B480 Howe Hill

e S.I.D. at Howe Hill

e SODC Deep Cleanse Service — carried out 1/12 - 4/12/25

e Gigaclear Community

e Request for grit bin for Recreation Ground / Pavilion
014/26 Action List: Update

015/26 Any other business
Speedwatch need more volunteers.
Meeting Closed: 21.10

i) any Member arriving after the start of the meeting is asked to declare personal interests as necessary as soon as practicable after their arrival even if the item in
question has been considered.

(i) with the exception of the circumstances listed in paragraph 9(2) of the Local Code of Conduct for Members, a Member with a personal interest also has a prejudicial
if it is one which a Member of the public with knowledge of the relevant facts would reasonably regard as so significant that it is likely to prejudice the Member's judgement
of the publicinterest. In such circumstances, the Member must withdraw from the meeting room, and should inform the Chairman accordingly.

(iii) it is not practical to offer detailed advice during the meeting on whether or not a personal interest should be declared, or whether a personal interest should also be
regarded as pecuniary.

Confidential Items: EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC RESOLVED: THAT under Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting for
items of business of the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraphs 7,8 and 9 of Part | of Schedule 12A to the Act.
Dated: 15/01/2026

oo T
Signed: Kristina Tynan - Parish Clerk M WW

Distribution List: Mike Deighton, Jules Mclntyre, Leo Pesci, Nicky Smallbone, Tim Horton, Sylvia Glover, Keith Jackson
Co-opted: Jenny Wilkinson
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