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  Watlington Parish Council 
 

Parish Clerk:  Kristina Tynan 
       Watlington Parish Council 

 1 Old School Place 
Watlington 

OXON OX49 5QH 
Tel: 01491 613867   Email: wpc@watlington-oxon-pc.gov.uk 

 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Operations Committee held on 
Wednesday 17th June 2026 at 7pm in the Parish Office 

 
Present:  
Councillors:    Mike Deighton (MD) 
     Nicky Smallbone (NS) 
     Keith Jackson (KJ) 
     Tim Horton (TH)  
     Claire Wenley (CW) 
     Leo Pesci (LP)    
 
Officer:     Kristina Tynan (KT)  
 
In attendance:    Jenny Wilkinson 

 
070/26 Apologies for absence 
 Apologies were received from Sylivia Glover 
071/26 Chairman remarks: 
 MD thanked everyone for their continued efforts across the various projects and tasks. MD also thanked KJ 

and NS for their assistance to date with organising the keys, noting that this work is ongoing. 
072/26 Minutes of the meeting held on 20th May were received by Council on 09/06/26 to be agreed as a correct 

record 
 Resolved: the minutes were accepted as a correct record of the meeting and were signed by the Chair 

073/26 Declarations of Interest 

 There were none. 

074/26 Action List status and Matters arising 

 TH submitted a note regarding the cost of providing a disabled toilet for the play area in the recreation 
ground (Sept 2026 – March 2027). The hire cost is £1,300, which includes insurance, plus an additional 
delivery charge. Installation of battery-powered lighting is permitted at an estimated cost of £20. Action: 
TH will report back to the committee on whether the unit is motion-sensitive. 

 

 
 
 

Item Details Action Needed By Whom Actioned / Status

Bus Stop
Inadequate provision of 
inbound bus stops at 
Cuxham Road

Request OCC to reinstate bus 
stop at Cuxham Road

KT Consultation completed. OCC notified.

Health & Safety
Nimble e-learning H&S 
courses 

To be booked for Caretaker JP In progress

Hill Road /Spring Lane 
Corner hedging

Improvements to the area

Martin Gammie and Nigel 
Adams to agree details of hedge 
planting specs - work to 
commence Oct/Nov 2026.

MG/NA

Following meeting MG to contact the tree 
officer outlining the proposals. Asceratain if a 
TPO tree work application with supporting 
method statement would be required. 
Nothing can happen until next year.  Hedge 
Sept/Oct 2026. 
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075/26 Finances 
 a. Budget Review  - 2026/27 
 Q1 budget update will be available for the next meeting.   

076/26 Town Matters 
 a. Traffic Calming – to discuss speeding on Cuxham Road 
 A letter was received regarding concerns about speeding on Cuxham Road. The issue was noted. 

 

Item Details Action Needed By Whom Actioned / Status

Hill Road Car Park - 
Pothole

Pothole near clothes bank To be patched JP
Completed.

Paddock 
Table and bench outside 
play area

Installation of concrete base
Installation of table and benches

JP/TLGO Completed.

Parish Office External 
Works

Area to be cleared at front 
of office Scrap metal to be collected.

JP/MD/JM Completed. 

Parish Office External 
Works

Moss clearance from roof Moss to be cleared JP
Completed.

Parish Office Interior 
Refurbishment

Interior paintwork - small 
office

Keith Hopkins engaged JP
To be cleared, painted and carpet cleaned, 
once the interior of the shed has been fitted 
out.

Parish Office Interior 
Refurbishment

Deep Carpet Clean Carpets to be cleaned. JP Completed - excluding small office.

Planters
Relocation of three WPC 
planters to replace existing 
(owned by residents)

Relocate planters TH/KJ/MD/JM

Awaiting residents to dispose/remove existing 
planters.
03/06 residents awaiting building work to be 
completed to enable access for work vans.

Public Conveniences

Lights
Ladies - flickering
Gents - light at entrance 
not working

Ongoing issue. Engage 
contractor

JP 09/06 NC Electrical - site visit requested 

Public Conveniences Replacement toilet paper 
dispensers

To be installed JP/DH New dispensers to be installed.

Public Conveniences
Public Conveniences 
'Closed' signage

To be installed JP Completed.

Recreation Ground - 
Container Toilets

To be sold To be advertised for sale JP Payment received. Awaiting collection.

Recreation Ground - 
Portaloo

Location Advise Tulu of location to be 
sited.

JP Contact Tulu with agreed location.

Recreation Ground - 
childrens play area

Play bark chippings Engage contractor (TLGO)
Order bark chippings

JP Completed.

Recreation Ground - 
MUGA Fencing extension

Ball stop netting on three 
sides of the MUGA, to 
increase the height by 3
metres

Request confirmation of costings 
from supplier.

RG / JRW/JP

26/05 JRW submitted grant application to 
Football Foundation 
26/05 contacted sportsequip to check if costs 
still stand.
20/05  Planning  permission granted.
23/02 Councillor Grant Application submitted 
by JRW for £1k.
£500 grant received from Doris Field.

Recreation Ground - Sails 
and Posts

1 x additional post 
required and new sails for 
next year

2 x posts to be installed and sails 
to be ordered and installed.

MD
1 x post to be ordered - arrange delivery.

Recreation Ground - youth 
shelter (small)

Concrete base
Agreed to engage TLGO subject 
to available funds.

JP Awaiting budget review

Speedwatch
Sentinel Speed Watch 
Camera Unit

Recommendaton made from 
Operations Committee to 
Finance Committee to purchase.

Full Council agreed to order a Westcotec unit. 
Ordered - delivery due 10-12 weeks.

Trees - multistem at 1 Old 
School Place

Multistem trees - 
maintenance

Trees height reduction JP
Completed.

Watcombe Road
Large Potholes on 
tarmaced surface (Hill Road 
end)

Repair potholes OCC
Completed.
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 b. Traffic Calming – to discuss zebra crossing on Brook St (near Cuxham Rd junction) 
 An email was received from a resident who is now considering private access road markings via 

Oxfordshire County Council (OCC). The matter was noted. Action: KT to contact Jon Beale at OCC Highways 
to determine whether the location would be suitable for a zebra crossing. 
The Chair added that the Speedwatch Group will be meeting on 22nd June. Training is available online and 
is straightforward. Additional volunteers are needed, as the group aims to increase activity levels. 
It was also suggested that a SID (Speed Indicator Device) pole could be considered for the Cuxham 
Road/Brook Street area. 

077/26 Parish Council Assets, Amenities and Responsibilites (owned/responsibility for) 
 a. Recreation Ground – Love Lane entrance fence – to consider repair/replacement 
 Consideration was given to the repair or replacement of the fencing. It was agreed that the fencing should 

be replaced. Action: JP to obtain three quotations if necessary. JP to liaise with MD. 
 b. Parish Office and grounds – see action list and items below 
 i. Reduction of Energy Useage – update  

 It was agreed to appoint the preferred suppliers. Action: KT to engage the suppliers. 

 c. Council Assets maintenance programme – for review 

 Councillors were appointed to undertake inspections of all Council assets in accordance with the 
maintenance programme. 

078/26 OCC / SODC Related  
 None. 
079/26 Parish Office / Administration / Governance 

 a. Operations Committee Terms of Reference – to review and agree updates 
 Action: MD and TH to meet on 1st July at 11am and report back to Committee with proposed 

amendments/updates. 
080/26 Christmas Common – SG report 

 A branch struck a 30,000-volt supply, causing a major power outage and highlighting poor mobile 
signal/communications during incidents.  
Defibrillator refresher training is being considered.  
Speedwatch team (Alan Piper) will report results for Christmas Common and surrounding areas at the 
meeting on 22 June, 7pm, council offices. 

081/26 Correspondence – attached 

  Proposal for Brook St zebra crossing 
 Speeding on Cuxham Road 
 Quiet Lanes Pilot Programme – It was suggested that Pyrton Lane be put forward. NS 

responded that the lane is expected to become quiet once the relief road is built. 
082/26 Items for next agenda 
 Hill Road Car Park – potential resident survey 

Triangle at Cuxham Road – options for tidying/maintenance  
Land adjacent to the Pavilion – proposal from TH 

 Meeting Closed: 8.00pm 
 
Distribution List:  Mike Deighton, Jules McIntyre, Leo Pesci, Nicky Smallbone, Tim Horton, Sylvia Glover, Keith Jackson,  
   Clare Wenley 
Co-opted:  Jenny Wilkinson 
 

 
 
  


