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MINUTES OF THE WATLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL FULL COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD AT 7PM ON TUESDAY 9th DECEMBER 2025 IN THE WEST ROOM 

 

WWaattlliinnggttoonn  PPaarriisshh  CCoouunncciill  
Parish Clerk:  Kristina Tynan 

       Watlington Parish Council 
 1 Old School Place 

Watlington 
OXON OX49 5QH 

  Tel: 01491 613867   Email: WPC@watlington-oxon-pc.gov.uk 

 
Present: 
Councillors:    Nicky Smallbone (NS) – Chair 
    Karyn Buck (KB) – Vice-Chair 
    Steve Bolingbroke (SB)  
    Melissa Cupis (MC) 
    Sylvia Glover (SG) 
    Keith Jackson (KJ) 
    Mike Deighton  (MD) 
    Jules MacIntyre (JM) 
    Tim Horton (TH) 
    
Officer:                 Kristina Tynan (KT) 
 
County and District Councillor: Ben Higgins 
 
In Attendance:    Gill Bindoff (Planning and NPAB) 
 
205/25 Apologies for Absence 
 Andy Aherne, Leo Pesci, Denise Mallon. 
 
206/25 To receive Declarations of Interest  
 There were none notified. 
 
207/25 Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 11th November 2025 to be agreed and signed as a correct 

record 
 Resolved:  That these minutes be agreed and signed by the Chair as a correct record of this meeting 
 
208/25 Action List Update 
 

Actions from Full Council Meeting 11th November 2025    
Item for Action Details and Actions By Whom By When  Actioned 
66 Shirburn Road 
Planning Application 

To investigate why this was not 
sent to SODC Committee in view 
of our objections  

GB 30/11/2025 GB said she has not 
followed this up but 
asked if she could have 
a meeting with Ben 
Higgins regarding 
planning issues  

CCTV at Town Hall Invesigate ANPR AA to 
check 
with LP 

31/01/2026 This is now  being dealt 
with in Operations 
Committee  

Pavilion Lease All changes made SB   Final Lease been sent 
to Sport Club  

Co-op invoice for 
24/25 and 25/26 

Agreed to revise invoice to £6.5K KT 31/12/2025 Need to do 25/26 
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TPO on a group of 
mature trees at the 
Recreation Ground  

To submit an TPO application KT and FD 31/12/2025 FD and KT to complete 
the applications  

WRR NS to write to our MP                
BH  to arrange a public meeting 
with senior officers from OCC  

NS/ 
BH/SB 

31/12/2025 NS has followed this up 
and hopefully a date 
will be confirmed. She 
has also written to our 
MP and is awaiting a 
response. 

Arts Spine AMS  - quotations required.  
Amend Locations for Planning 
Permission for Sculptures 
Funding Agreement with SODC 
Insurance Quote for Sculptures 

KT/SB/NS 31/12/2025 This is currently being 
worked on. 

 
209/25. Matters arising from the Minutes 
 Climate Change Action Plan (Minute 106/25 refers) – SB said that a plan for discussion was due to 

come to the meeting this evening but this has not been received. KJ said that he will send this out and 
it will be an item on the Full Council January 2026 meeting. 

 
210/25 Chairman’s Remarks 
 NS stated that AA will be resigning after this meeting. She said he has been a joy to work with and that 

she will miss him.  She also thanked all Councillors for the work they have done this year and thanked 
the new members who she is happy to meet if they would like to discuss any issues with her as they 
cannot know all the issues that the Parish Council deal with. She has sent a letter to the Chief Executive 
of Bloor Homes regarding the lack of lighting in Cuxham Road, which has had to be posted to Head 
Office as no email address is available. SB said that he is looking at the legal obligations  regarding the 
Highways Act as OCC have not been pushing this forward. There was discussion on whether WPC 
should send a Solicitors letter to OCC and SB proposed that we do this and TH seconded. After 
discussion it was: 

 Resolved: That WPC arrange a solicitor’s letter to be sent to OCC with regard to their legal obligations 
regarding street lighting and that up to £150 be spent on doing this. 

 Once this is done, we should inform our residents. 
 
211/25 Public Questions from Residents and Organisations 

  There were none notified. 
 

212/25 County Councillors Report – Cllr Ben Higgins   
Primary School and ICC – BH said that he has visited both schools and met with the Chair of Governors. 
He said that ICC had not had a visit from a County Councillor before. 
 
Drop-in Session with BH and Parish Council representatives – This will be held next Wednesday in the 
Parish Office and sessions for the New Year have been booked in. 
 
Household Waste – From January residents will need to book a slot to use Oakley Wood. A big push for 
this is that the Redbridge site will be closed temporarily for 3 months starting in February 2026 for 
stabilisation works. He said that lot of other recycling centres use this system. However, it will be 
reviewed once Redbridge reopens. 
 
SB asked for BH comments on the 2-month delay on submitting the WRR Planning Application due to 
the Environment Agency asking the OCC use 43%  allowance for climate change flood risk allowance 
and not 31% which had been used. OCC now need to redo the designs and check the flood plans. He 
said that the EA had asked for this in March 2024 following an FOI request. SB said that this mix up is 
very incompetent. 
BH said that he is as horrified as everyone else at the delay. 
 
GB thanked SB for following up on this issue and this puts WPC in a stronger credible position and said 
that she knows the tremendous amount of time and effort he has put into this issue. 
 
Public Meeting of WRR OCC Team Members to Watlington – BH said that he has asked the team to 
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visit in January but a date has not yet been given. 
SB stated that he has written to BH regarding the budget for the WRR and to confirm that it is in the 
Capital Programme Plan. BH said that it is in the plan and that there is enough money to cover the WRR 
project. SB said he would like this in writing and BH will send a written response. 
 
OCC CIL – TH stated that the CIL money in this area spent is very small only £25K on flooding in The 
Goggs and said that more CIL money should be spend locally. SB stated that he refers to this in his £1M 
+ project paper which is on this agenda. BH said that if an application goes in from Watlington he would 
be behind it. 
 
It was noted that S106 OCC money is used to subsidise buses to Watlington which has come from local 
developers. 
 
KB said that it would be really useful if we could have a written District and County report prior to the 
meeting.  
 

213/25 District Councillors Report  - Cllr Ben Higgins   
Local Plan – South and Vale have produced a new Local Plan which is currently with the Inspector who 
has asked that this be withdrawn as it does not cooperate with Oxford City Council however the co-
operation issue will be repealed in the New Year. He said he is hopeful that it will then be looked at by 
the Inspector. This plan is important locally as it does not include Chalgrove Airfield. 
 
New Leader and Chief Executive for SODC – David Rouane is stepping down and the new leader will be 
announced this Thursday. 

 
214/25 To receive the Balance of Accounts, Receipts received and approve the list of Payments to be settled. 

NS read out the Balance of Accounts. She then proposed that the list of payments be settled. [These 
are shown at the bottom of these minutes].  
Resolved: That the Balances of Accounts be accepted, and the List of Payments be paid, and both 
reports were signed by the Chair and Vice-Chair. 

 
215/25 Committees: 

A: FINANCE – 20/11/25 - NS 
RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL: That Council accept these minutes  

  
 1. Budget 25/26 – Full Paper from SB attached 

 Resolved: That we set a budget of £190, 416 for 2026/27, a decrease of £29,202 (11.4%) over 
2025/26. That we fund the annual budget (i.e. not including long-term projects funded from CIL, 
s106, sinking funds etc.) from the Precept with no call on general reserves.  
That we set a Precept of £190,416 for 2026/27, a 4.6% decrease over 2025/26. 
 
SB will write a piece for the Watlington Times and Facebook page. 
 
2. New Internal Auditor for 25/26 Audit – Email attached to the agenda. 
Resolved: That we appoint Teresa Goss as our new Internal Auditor and her fees for this service 
were noted. 
 
3. New IT for Parish Office – The Clerk had sent out a paper with the full details on 3/12/25. 
1. Proposal for Hardware 
Resolved: That we purchase new IT equipment for the office as the current IT is not compatible 
with Windows 11 at a Total Approx Cost = £2265.00 
 
4. Proposal for new Accounting Software 
Recommendation to Council to Transfer from SAGE TO SCRIBE ACCOUNTS 
The benefit to the Parish Council would be that this package is designed for Parish Councils, not 
businesses and is built for the AGAR, Section 137 tracking and other parish council reporting. See 
attached Business Case. We would recommend the Accounts only package. The Allotments will 
continue to use Excel Reporting. 
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MC said that she would like to have more information and investigation into this. It was agreed to 
get the advice of our new internal auditor on this. This will therefore be on the January agenda. 
 
5. £1M+ Project Proposal Process– SB – Paper was attached to the agenda  
Resolved: That the process as detailed below be agreed.   
1. Refinement of the list 
An open discussion / brainstorming session for councillors and selected others to combine and 
refine the ideas into a “long list” of projects. We shouldn’t take anything off the table at this stage 
and should welcome new ideas. This exercise will be conducted as part of the Strategy sessions 
being organised by MC and JMs. 
 
2. Filtering  
Reviewing each the “long list” against gateway criteria to identify a “short list” of projects with a 
reasonable chance of success. 
 
3. Development of proposal(s) 
Allocate funding to allow a working group to develop the proposal to the stage we can present it to 
OCC / SODC and other funding partners. We are allowed to use CIL funding to work up proposals.  
 

216/25B. Planning – 2/12/25 – Gill Bindoff  
   Resolved: That Council accept these minutes  

 
217/25 C. OPERATIONS –19/11/2025 – MD 

    Resolved: That Council accept these minutes  
 

 MD reported that there will be a Paddock Survey in the New Year and that the committee are    
 currently seeking quotes for the outside refurbishment of the office and for the caretakers shed  
 and yard area. Quotes will also be obtained for internal decoration. Now that the grant has been  
 received from the Police Commissioner’s Fund work will go ahead on the CCTV schemes which LP  
 will lead on. NS reported that Watlington received the third largest grant from this Fund. 

      
218/25 D. PAVILION AND SPORTS FIELD LIAISON Group –   There has been no meeting  

 
219/25 E. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN ADVISORY BOARD- GB 

GB said that there will be a meeting when we receive information from Community First. This will be 
useful information which can feed into the Strategy document. 

 
 Membership of the NPAB 

Resolved: that Melissa Cupis becomes a member of this board. 
 
220/25 F. ALLOTMENT COMMITTEE –  There has been no meeting  
 

It was noted that the committee have done an excellent job  in improving the Love Lane entrance to 
the Allotments. 

 
221/25 Strategy Day for Watlington Parish Councillors – MC – Paper was attached to the agenda 

There was discussion on whether 6 hours would be needed and MC to look at the agenda to see if 
the meeting could be made shorter. It was thought that 4 hours would be sufficient. 
Resolved: That we hold a Strategy Day to discuss the planned direction for Council. That this be 
held on Friday 30th January 2026, 10am -4pm. 
 

222/25 Update from Working Groups if anything to report  
a. Flood Management – There was no update. 

 
b. Arts Spine – SB reported that an application has gone into SODC asking for the next tranche of  

 funding for this project. A landscape consultant has been appointed. SB said he was pleased  
     that the flooding issue has been fixed in Prospect Place which is on the Arts Spine trail. 
     The AS group is looking into QR codes for the sculptures so the trial ties in together. However  
     he said that it is unlikely that we will hit the target date of April 2026 and that June is more  
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     likely and which could co-ordinate with the Summer Event. 
 

c. Youth Council– KB reported that there are 12 young people who are very keen to work with us  
 and they are looking into an anti-vandalism campaign which they will then present to all 
assemblies at the ICC. The youth are excited about the installation of the Youth Shelter and 
Smart Bench and it would be good to have an event when it is open. Some of the youth will 
also be involved in the Summer Festival and will perform in the Battle of the Bands. She said 
that going forward there will be on meeting with the Youth Council every half term. 
 
Youth Club – They have up to 25 young people attending the Friday night session. 

 
d.         Climate Action Working Group-  There will be an update in January 2026 

 
 223/25 Consultations  
  There were none for discussion. 
 
 224/25 Reports from Organisations and Representation on other bodies 
  No reports had been received. 
 
 225/25 Correspondence-  List was attached to the agenda. 

Correspondence was noted and there were no letters that needed discussion. 
 

 226/25   Other Matters for Discussion at the discretion of Chair 
  

THERE BEING NO OTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 8.30PM 
 
 

Actions from Full Council Meeting 9th December 2025    

Item for Action Details and Actions 
By 
Whom By When  Action Status 

66 Shirburn Road 
Planning Application 

To investigate why this was 
not sent to SODC Committee 
in view of our objections  

GB 31/01/2026 GB to meet 
with Ben 
Higgins 

Cuxham Road Lighting To send a Solicitor Letter 
regarding OCC Legal 
Obligations for Lighting  

SB/NS 13/01/2026   

Budget 2026/27  Piece to be written for WT 
and Facebook  

SB  31/12/2026   

Co-op invoice for 24/25 
and 25/26 

Agreed to revise invoice to 
£6.5K 

KT 31/12/2025 Need to send 
25/26 

TPO on a group of 
mature trees at the 
Recreation Ground  

To submit an TPO application KT and 
FD 

13/01/2026 KT and FD to 
meet and 
complete this 

WRR NS to write to our MP                
BH  to arrange a public 
meeting with senior officers 
from OCC  

NS/ 
BH/SB 

13/01/2026 Awaiting a 
response from 
our MP and a 
Date for a 
Public Meeting 
by OCC 

New IT Hardware To be ordered KT 31/12/2025   

New Internal Auditor Appoint KT 14/12/2025   

Scribe Software Visit Benson PC to look at 
SCRIBE 

KT/MC 31/01/2026 January FC 
Agenda item 

Strategy Day 30/1/26 Organise Agenda and Day MC/JM 30/01/2026   

 



Full Council Minutes 8th December 2025   Page | 57  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Full Council Minutes 8th December 2025   Page | 1  
 

 


