Watlington Parish Council
Parish Clerk: Kristina Tynan
Watlington Parish Council
1 Old School Place
Watlington
OXON OX49 5QH
Tel: 01491 613867 Email: WPC@watlington-oxon-pc.gov.uk

Minutes of the Meeting of Full Council held in the Community Office
At 8.00pm on Tuesday 9th July 2019
Present:
Councillors:

Matt Reid (MR)
Ian Hill (IH)
Terry Jackson (TJ)
Alex Basden (AB)
Roger Beattie (RB) (Left the meeting at 10.00pm)
Nick Hancock (NH)
Tim Horton (TH)
Keith Woolfson (KW)
Rob Smith (RS)

Officer:

Kristina Tynan (KT)

Press:

David White – Henley Standard

Members of the Public:

9

87/19 Apologies for absence
Amber Chainey, Andrew McAuley, Nicky Smallbone. Steph Van de Pette.
88/19 Chairman’s Remarks
There were no remarks.
89/19 To receive Declarations of Interest
AGENDA ITEM 12c - Dogs on Leads in Sports Field
Rob Smith declared a non-pecuniary interest in this item as he takes his dogs to this area. He remained
in the room for the discussion but did not vote on this item.
Roger Beattie declared a non-pecuniary interest in this item as he takes his dogs to this area. He
remained in the room for the discussion but did not vote on this item.
90/19 Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 11t h and 27th June 2019 to be signed as a correct record
Resolved: That the minutes are a correct record of these meetings and that they be signed by the
Chairman.
91/19 To Accept Minutes from the Outreach Meeting 3rd June 2019
Resolved: That these minutes are accepted.
92/19 To Accept the Minutes from the Annual Parish Meeting held on 23rd May 2019
Resolved: That these minutes are accepted.
It was noted that the Clerk has sent another email to update us on the Conservation Board issue
regarding what type of edging they will agree to.
93/19 Matters arising from the Minutes
Full Council Minute 9th July 2019
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Anaerobic Digester (Minute 86/19 refers)– This is being looked at by the Watlington Climate Action
Group.
Paddock Performance Stage – It was noted that there is concern about this from residents around this
area. They are worried that it will lead to anti social behaviour and are worried about the amount of
noise it may generate. There is a limit of 14 events a year for amplified sound. MR and IH met with a
representative from this group. There will be a public event at an appropriate time.
Meeting with Neighbouring Parishes on 4th July to discuss traffic issues arising from the Watlington
Edge Road – This was a very good meeting and there were representatives from Britwell Salome,
Cuxham, Pyrton, Shirburn and Swyncombe – Notes from the meeting have been sent out.
94/19 Public Questions
There were no public questions notified.
95/19 County Councillors Report - Cllr Stephen Harrod
Cllr Stephen Harrod had sent apologies for this meeting. All Councillors have been emailed his latest
monthly newsletter.
96/19 District Councillors Report - Cllr Anna Badcock
The Clerk will contact her for an update from the District Council.
97/19 To receive the Balance of Accounts, Receipts received and approve the list of Payments to be settled.
NH read out the Balance of Accounts and proposed that the list of payments be settled as per the
prescribed process. The receipts were also noted. (This information is attached as an addendum to
these minutes).
Resolved: That the Balances of Accounts and the List of Payments be settled and that they be
signed by the Chairman and the Vice- Chair of Finance.
98/19 Committees:
A: FINANCE – There has been no meeting
TH stated that the Town Hall Trust Body will put a request to the next Finance meeting for them to
consider paying half the cost of the registration of the Town Hall.
B: PLANNING – 2/7/2019 – Matt Reid to report
Resolved: That Council accept these Minutes
MR said that there had been a big debate on 34 Cuxham Road which resulted in a unanimous
objection as this type of fencing is not in accordance with the Watlington Design Guide. WPC would be
in favour of either a continuation of the picket fence or a hedge in front of the garage, as noted in
WNDP policy 1. This property is on the edge of the conservation area.
C: STRATEGY- 25/6/2019– Matt Reid to report
Resolved: That Council accept these Minutes
Committee Structures and Membership
Resolved: That the Neighbourhood Plan Advisory Board (NPAB) now to report to the Strategy
Committee.
Resolved: That we review the whole of the Council’s structure and take this forward with a
working group (which will be made up of Chairs and Vice-Chairs depending on who is available) and
then will follow this with a review of all the Committees Terms of References with a brief of issues
to stop any overlapping between committees. To bring back a report to Full Council in October.
MR and IH will organise this meeting/s. GB will be invited as NPAB Chair.
Resolved: That Terry Jackson becomes a member of the Strategy Committee.
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Standing Orders 2019/2020
IH reported that some minor changes had been made, the adding of paragraphs a, b and c in 14
(Code of Conduct Complaints).
Resolved: That Council agrees the reviewed Standing Orders for 2019/20.
D. OPERATIONS 15/5/2019– Ian Hill
Resolved: That Council accept these Minutes
Dogs on Leads in Sports Field
RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL: That Council agree to making the Sports Field, Dogs on Leads
only.
IH said that the post on this issue on the Watlington Town Facebook page had over 150 comments with
a mix of views. IH stated that at present the Sports Club have to go around the pitches every session to
check for dog fouling. A poover has been purchased to make it a bit easier but it is still a job that needs
doing and takes a lot of time. This issue has been discussed for a number of years but in their view, this
would be the best compromise as they would prefer to ban dogs completely. Nicky Smallbone, Chair of
the Pavilion and Sports Field Committee is also in favour of a total ban. It was noted that majority of
people are responsible dog owners, it is the few who are not.
IH stated that we can decide the recommendation this evening, but then we could put it on ice for a
period of surveillance and volunteers agreeing to set up a ‘Watch Group’ to see if there is an
improvement in the situation. TH said that there could be a second motion referring it back to the
Operations Committee. He stated that dog fouling is one of the oldest parish council issues.
He also said that there is nothing in this financial year’s budget that would make a substantial
difference. However, the committee could look at putting something in for the next years budget such
as more and better dog bins and placement and education for example. We could also look at having
more public dog awareness meetings in the parish.
It was noted that the Parish Council do not own this land, they lease it and would have to tell the
freeholders of any changes that we would wish to make.
The Chairman said he would support the motion as it stands on the ground of liability if there was an
incident relating to dog fouling. We could task the NPAB at finding other areas for walking dogs which
are not sports areas. KW said that our main priority should be protecting our children in the town and
the sports club volunteers have enough work in dealing with pitch maintenance.
Several residents had asked to speak on this issue and their main views were:
 The Sports Area is incredibly convenient for walking dogs and it should not be spoilt by a few
selfish people
 It may not all be from dogs, there are badgers, foxes in the vicinity also.
 There is a lot of rubbish dumped such as plastic bottles, remains from BBQ’s etc that are also a
problem
 Agreed that additional signage would be beneficial
 That a Parish Dog Group be set up and to work with the Parish Council to come up with
solutions.
After more discussion, IH proposed the following amendment to ensure that there is a backstop in
place if nothing gets done.
Amended Recommendation: That the Council agree to having dogs on leads at the Sports and
Recreation Area after 5 months if no viable solutions to stop the dog fouling on the sport pitches. There
will be a Volunteer Dog Group set up to come up with ideas and solutions and liaise with the Parish
Council. This will be on the December Full Council Agenda.
Vote 6 in favour, 3 abstentions.
Resolved:
That the Council agree to having dogs on leads at the Sports and Recreation Area after 5 months if no
viable solutions to stop the dog fouling on the sport pitches are found. There will be a Volunteer Dog
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Group set up to come up with ideas and solutions and liaise with the Parish Council. This will be on the
December Full Council Agenda.
E. PAVILION AND SPORTS FIELD – There has been no meeting.
The next scheduled meeting for the 29th July will be changed due to the number of people
who cannot make this date. The Clerk will send some dates out to the committee.
F. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN ADVISORY BOARD – 17/6/2019
Resolved: That Council accept these Minutes
G. ALLOTMENTS – There has been no meeting. Next meeting 8th July 2019. Minutes will be circulated
for the September Full Council meeting.
99/19 Motions from Councillors
Little Orchard/Masons Wood Motion – Proposed: Cllr. Tim Horton, Seconder Nick Hancock
Council notes continuing clearance of land known as Little Orchard or Masons Wood, the
maintenance of steel fencing against an established footpath and the denial of access to a valued
open space in the Conservation Area.
Further, Council records that the land has a high status as open public land in the made
Neighbourhood Plan (2018) and is within a sensitive and very historic part of the Conservation Area.
In the light of limited response from the Trust in ownership of this area, Council to agree points a-c.
There was much discussion on this item. TH stated that it is arguable whether or not the 2m fence is
permitted and that this previously beautiful piece of land has now been made ugly. This area has
been stripped out and this has had an effect on the wildlife. TH referred to the DDMO that Tom
Bindoff had put in privately. It was noted that this whole area is covered by an area TPO.
a) asks SODC and OCC to examine whether recent action is within or outside regulation in planning,
for tree preservation and for access
Vote: Unanimous
b) asks OCC (Countryside) to hasten its work regarding the footpath and the Definitive map
Vote: 5 in favour, 3 against, 1 abstention.
c) seeks all means to have transferred the management and/or ownership of the land to a public
body or trust that will restore and sustain the area as open space henceforth.
Vote: 3 in favour, 5 against, 1 abstention.
Resolved:
That Watlington Parish Council:
a) asks SODC and OCC to examine whether recent action is within or outside regulation in planning,
for tree preservation and for access
b) asks OCC (Countryside) to hasten its work regarding the footpath and the Definitive map
Due to Standing Order 3(w) and with the time being nearly 10pm it was:
Resolved: That the meeting be allowed to continue until 10.30pm at the latest.
B4009 Re-alignment Motion- Proposed: Cllr. Tim Horton, Seconder: Cllr Matt Reid
Watlington Parish Council notes the steps taken by OCC Highways to introduce for the purpose of
engineering assessment and costings a second scheme for the achievement of a realignment to the
B4009.
Whereas, WPC understands that the County Council and the Oxfordshire Growth Board need to
observe 'due diligence' in their use of resources, the Council feels it must impress upon these bodies
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and others the undesirability of the second introduced option that has several times been rejected
in polling by the Town (1986, 2018)
The route would be counter to the made Neighbourhood Plan (2018) and act as a potential cause
for a lack of faith in sound planning involving people directly as introduced by the Localism Act
(2011). Further it will undermine the cause of providing a major alternative to the centre of Town
that has unsafe air quality. It will cause additional costs to arise upon developers and others, reduce
the desirability and potential scale of new development, act to delay the achievement of housing
targets and cause potentially the use of legal action.
a) The Council also makes known it is disinclined to provide, or sell voluntarily, land in its ownership
near Willow Close for the achievement of a scheme that is against the indicative scheme of its
Neighbourhood Plan.
b) The Council will advise the Oxfordshire Growth Board and all relevant Councils, consultants and
councillors of its views (including those contained in the extended advice note (currently in draft)). It
will use its meetings and contacts with developers, neighbouring parishes, and the press and media
to make better known its views.
c) The Council eagerly awaits the achievement of a settled, funded scheme for the re-alignment of
the B4009 but not at a cost to functionality, improved air quality, and other diminished
environmental qualities for present and future residents.
TJ said that in her personal opinion the NPAB should have had an opportunity to discuss this issue
prior to it coming to Full Council. It was noted that the NPAB have draft policies for each site. It was
stated that we do not yet have the full information about the tender document that OCC are
sending out and there is a meeting with OCC Officers on the 19th July. The Referendum showed that
81% of our residents vote for the plan with the current edge road route and this was deemed the
safest route to protect pedestrians and children in the town. It was noted that the re-aligned route
would also isolate houses on the west side of the town.
It was noted that in TH’s draft commentary point 10 was agreed to be omitted. This draft note to be
kept on file.
Resolved Unanimously:
a) The Council also makes known it is disinclined to provide, or sell voluntarily, land in its ownership
near Willow Close for the achievement of a scheme that is against the indicative scheme of its
Neighbourhood Plan.
b) The Council will advise the Oxfordshire Growth Board and all relevant Councils, consultants and
councillors of its views (including those contained in the extended advice note (currently in draft)). It
will use its meetings and contacts with developers, neighbouring parishes, and the press and media
to make better known its views.
c) The Council eagerly awaits the achievement of a settled, funded scheme for the re-alignment of
the B4009 but not at a cost to functionality, improved air quality, and other diminished
environmental qualities for present and future residents.
100/19 Correspondence for Information (list was attached to the agenda)
There was no correspondence that needed discussion.
101/19 Reports from Organisations and Representation on other bodies
Town Hall Charity Trust
Resolved: That Alison Morgans and Mike Young be co-opted onto this Trust and that Bob West be
appointed as Technical Advisor to the Trust.
102/19 Other Matters for Discussion at the discretion of Chair
RHS Judging – MR applauded TJ for all her work on WiB for this.
THERE BEING NO OTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 10.26PM
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