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Parish Clerk:  Kristina Tynan








Watlington Parish Council

1 Old School Place

Watlington

OXON OX49 5QH

Tel: 01491 613867   Email: wpc@watlington-oxon-pc.gov.uk

Minutes of the Meeting of the Operations Committee Held on Thursday 17th March 2022 at 7pm in the Parish Office
Present:

Councillors: 


Ian Hill (IH) - Chairman






Roger Beattie (RB) – Vice-Chairman





Rob Smith (RS)






Tim Horton (TH)

Officer:




Kristina Tynan (KT)
Members of the Public:

Josh Robinson -Ward (Agenda item 6)
21/22
Apologies for Absence  


Alex Basden, Jenny Wilkinson, Terry Jackson 
22/22
Minutes of the meeting held on  17th February 2022 which were accepted by Council on the 9/3/2022 
to be agreed as a correct record    

Resolved: That these minutes were a correct record of this meeting and that they be signed by the Chairman.
23/22
Declarations of Interest


There were no prejudicial declarations of interest. Rob Smith stated that his wife is involved in the 
Marlbrook project which would be at no cost to WPC (Agenda Item 6)
24/22
Matters arising


Leylandi Trees at Hill Road Car Park – (Minute 14/22 refers) These have been attended to as part of 
the whole tree works
25/21 
Decision on future operations meetings

It was agreed that the April meeting be held on Zoom. To agree at the end of each meeting what type 
the next meeting should be.
26/22
Proposal from Marlbrook Residents – Rewilding of this area – A proposal by Josh Robinson-Ward was 
sent to all members prior to the meeting.


JRW said that the Task Force was originally set up by himself and Andrea Brewer but the project has 
been embraced by the local community and now a strong group of residents is looking after the 
project, which is open to anyone to participate, and they have ongoing expert advice from the WEG 
on how to manage it. The task force liaises directly with the contracted mowers and they have been 
really helpful. The wildflower species have been logged and we will continue to record year on year 
what grows in the meadow. They were given wildflower seed from a Cuxham Meadow to spread 
over the meadow to improve the diversity of the area and each year, if allowed, the wildflowers will 
suppress the grasses and the quality of the meadow will improve. The area was mown, and cuttings 
removed at the end of the summer, removing cuttings is very important to lower the nitrogen going 
back into the soil that feeds the grasses

The centre piece of this small area was the Bug Hotel Sculpture which was meant to be a 
temporary fixture of the meadow, but local residents, led by their children intervened as the 
structure was being removed and asked to keep it on. In recent weeks the Bug Hotel has been given 
a refurb after the winter and was a fantastic community effort. JRW asked that the group be 
allowed to continue the re-wilding project in a small area of Marlebrook and also that re-wilding be 
allowed on Willow Close. The map below shows the two areas for re-wilding outlined approximately 
in red. 


JRW also asked that up to three rowan saplings be allowed to be planted in a little copse, as the 
other existing trees on the green. It was noted that there were a group of three trees originally 
which have died and been removed which these would be replace. These trees would also provide 
blossom and berries for birds and bees, so would support the wildflower meadow project too. 
[image: image2.png]A
NN





After discussion it was agreed that up to 3 trees could be planted and that the re-wilding be 
continued. It was noted that at any time the wild flowers could be mown down if this area was to 
become neglected in the future. Site B was mentioned as it would have a green area by willow close 
and it was thought that links to Marlbrook may happen in the future but it was noted that this 
would not be an issue with regard to Willow Close.
27/22
Main agenda items 
Priority items

a. Task 7

Litter bins.    Do we need more bins, and if so, where?  A large one on the spur going to the industrial estate has been suggested.  IH had circulated a map and list of bins prior to the meeting.
After discussion it was agreed to ask SODC for the following:

G3 needs replacing as it has no bottom

G2 needs the concrete base fixing

G1 needs the concrete base fixing

G4 has no bottom needs replacing

G8 is at an angle and needs sorting

G15 mountings are broken

New general bin location – It was agreed to ask SODC for the following

1 in the southern corner of Spring Lane/Watcombe Rd/Howe Road 

1 by Stonor Green

1 on the road to Rainbow Nursery
1 on entrance to The Goggs – as there is no bin coming from West Meadow to this area.

1 large bin in the layby by the Industrial Estate

IH to add the new bin locations to the existing bin map and then KT will write to SODC on all bin issues above.

Dog Fouling in West Meadow – RS said that there is a lot of dog mess in this field, and it can cause an intestine disease in cattle and there are cows in West Meadow. IH will write a piece for the Watlington Times on dog fouling and disease in cattle.
b. Task 19
Dogs Bins. The office will write to Bloor re bins on new development 
c. Task 25
Finger Post at Town Hall -We have had a request from a third party to add a finger to this post. There was discussion on this, and TH had quotes for this. It would be a post to show the direction to the Ridgeway. It was thought this was a good idea. However, before this agreed we need to seek permission from OCC and also to see if they would fund this. KT will contact OCC. It was noted that the post is wobbly and KT to ask our caretaker to look at this in the first instance. The font also needs to be identified.
d. Task 30
Mansle garden improvements.  A new entrance on the Mason's Wood side has been commissioned.   Meeting with residents’ group to agree planting for end wall.  IH will organise this.
e. Task 49
Footpath 36 / Little orchard.  Ownership of the land has changed to a local resident.  IH will arrange a meeting with them to get an idea of what their plans are. 
f. Task 51
New signs for recreation ground.  We have agreed to place the order for signs with idsign, a Watlington based company, but first we need to get agreement from the sports clubs that they will meet their share of the costs.  KW agreed to this with them loaning cricket their share but said that he thought it would be fairer to split it 50:50. It was noted that the clubs had requested these signs and their logos are prominently displayed. There is no WPC logo just a small sentence at the end which states that WPC owns or leases the land. It was agreed we go back to the clubs and state that it needs to be split 3 ways. IH will contact Keith Woolfson.
g. Task 70
 Cuxham Road roundabout is starting to look scruffy- We are awaiting response from OCC.
h. Task 71 
Public toilets.  We need to decide whether to install gates, and if so what sort.  We have had one quote and awaiting another one. Deferred to the next meeting.
KT reported that she had been asked by the resident behind the toilets if the lights on the front could be sensor lights. It was agreed that this could be worse than being continually on and the lights are needed to be able to find the public conveniences.
Quotes received for discussion 

1. DTC care removal and grinding of stump at an approximate section of 1.5 m of hedge at Mansle Gardens to provide access from the footpath to the church– Deferred
2. Adam Clissold 

a) Quote for removing mud Hill Road Car Park – Quote agreed
As part of the whole plan with EV etc for the car park the drainage issues needs investigating. There is some information in the office and KT will find this.

b) Rec Pedestrian Gateway – Quote agreed 
c) Works to path bottom of Love Lane to the allotments – Quote agreed.

Other items

i. Task 6

Removal for flower tubs from the Hill Road car park.  Two have been moved successfully.  One remaining - Bulbs should flower shortly.  Need to clear up weeds growing around it.
j. Task 18
Christmas Common improvements.  A 20 mph limit for Christmas Common is being included as part of the Watlington application following a meeting of Christmas Common residents attended by FvM.
k. Task 20
Speed checks in town.  Additional SID has been received.  Need to install it.  Report on outcome of existing SIDs provided. A Speed Survey for Hill Road to be commissioned and need to choose a suitable location to recommend to OCC.
TH asked if IH had any comments about the graphs provided. IH said that it was remarkably consistent week on week. Next week the new SID will be installed and will be put on Britwell Road the Shirburn Road SID will be moved to Howe Road.

It was thought it would be useful for IH to put an article in the Watlington Times about this and the speed data.
l. Task 23
20mph speed limit for whole town.  This now includes Christmas Common and could be extended to include Pyrton as part of the Christmas Common area is in Pyrton.
m. Task 29
Grass cutting contract.  New contracts have been issued.  Retender of gardening contract is underway.
n. Task 42
Full tree Works. Works to WPC trees began on 10th March 2022 and have now been completed. The dead Cherry tree on Brook Street has been removed. It was noted that the tree company 4 Seasons have done an excellent job on our trees and have cleared up very well.

o. Task 66
Hedge survey.  The survey of hedges obstructing pedestrian pavements needs to be revisited to monitor spring growth.  RS volunteered to do this.
28/22
Progress reports as needed


All other tasks are listed in the January task sheet distributed with this agenda.  The lead for each task 
should report any developments on that task where they condsider it necessary.  

Task 65

Footpath 13 – KT to chase up Jenny Smith at OCC re works from Brook Street to West 
Meadow. TH stated that OCC have offered to organise the labour if we pay for materials, we are still 
awaiting cost of materials and when they will do the work.
29/22
Subcommittees  


1. Allotments – There has been no meeting.

Water Upgrade – work will start on w/c 21st March 2022


RB reported that the committee were successful in their application to the National Lottery for a 
compostable toilet for the allotments. There is also  District Councillor application for a community 
shed been submitted.


2. PSFC – Meeting held on 28/2/2022 – Minutes attached 
      
a) Permanent Marking of Rec Car Park – this will be part of the Rec Master Plan as permanent 
marking cannot be done until there is a new surface. Martin Gammie had sent an email about his 
concerns about damage to tree roots by the container in the car park and this will be sent to the 
PSFC committee.
30/22
Correspondence 
1. U3A – Request that they be allowed to plant up the war memorial with blue and yellow flowers this year as it it the 40th Anniversay of the founding of U3A in the UK and they are all being asked to do something special and eye catching.
It was agreed that we ask the RBL for their comments on this. 
31/22
Any Other Business


Designated Premises Supervisor – KT to speak with John Riddle at the Spire and Spoke

Johnson’s Alley – TH thought it would be a good idea to have SODC put up a sign. He will bring a 
paper to the next meeting.

Flying Ukraine Flag at Town Hall – KT to see clarification if this can be allowed from OALC.

THERE BEING NO OTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 8.35PM
Items for next meeting

Footpath 13 
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